                                                                                              River Angling - Risk Assessment
	Project
	Trout Anglers Federation of Ireland
	Date
	17/02/2016

	Operation
	River Bank and Wading  Fly Fishing
	Assessed by
	E. A. Moore

	Location 
	All Locations
	Sheet No. 9  of  9
Form Issue: 01 



	Ref.
	HAZARD
	Persons who may be harmed
	Risk Assessment

(No Controls)
	CONTROL MEASURES – Apply Hierarchy of Control in identifying control measures:

1. Elimination    2. Substitution    3. Engineering Controls    4. Signage / warnings and / or administrative controls    5. Personal Protective Equipment (PPE)
	Risk Assessment
(With Controls)

	
	
	
	P
	S
	R
	
	P
	S
	R

	1
	Falling into Water
	Member Clubs/ Associations,
Anglers,

	4
	4
	H
	· It is the personal responsibility of all anglers to wear a suitable buoyancy aid whether on the bank or in the water. 
· All anglers shall ensure their safe footing when on the river bank or in the river and on steep banks and shall look out for bank undercuts.
· Anglers should wear suitable waterproof clothing in inclement weather.
· Anglers should use a Wading Stick on rivers with which they are unfamiliar. 
· Member Clubs/Associations should ensure that lifebuoys are available at deep water locations.

	3
	3
	M

	2
	Swollen river, fast current
	Member Clubs/ Associations

Anglers,


	4
	4
	H
	· If a river is swollen after prolonged rain, it should not be fished until the water has dropped off to safe levels.
· Rivers should not be waded in high water or if currents are running fast.

· When wading, care should be taken in deep water and rocky bottom. Anglers are advised to use a Wading Stick in such conditions. 
	2
	3
	L

	3
	Fly Fishing and equipment
	Anglers
	4
	4
	H
	· Anglers are advised to wear suitable spectacles when fishing. 
· No barbed hooks are permitted to be used during the competition – Controllers shall check prior to commencement of the competition 

· When casting, anglers should be aware of their immediate surroundings and consideration should be given to other anglers/people/animals in the river or on the bank. 
· No fly fishing shall be permitted in close proximity of power cables.

	3
	3
	M

	4
	Access & Egress to Angling Waters
	Anglers
	4
	4
	H
	· So far as is reasonably practicable, a designated clear pathway shall be established to angling waters.
· Where necessary stiles should be provided to allow access over fences. All stiles constructed shall be suitable constructed. Only one person may be on a stile at any time. Anglers should take care and move slowly when crossing stiles.
· Anglers should take care when walking over stones as they can be slippery when wet.
· Care shall be taking of uneven surfaces when accessing angling waters and suitable footwear shall be worn by anglers. 
· Anglers should not cross fields of standing crops and should avoid fields that have farm animals in them. 

	3
	3
	M

	5
	Weather Conditions

· Poor or Extreme Weather
· Thunder or lightning storms

· Sun 
	Anglers
	4
	4
	H
	· Anglers are advised to take appropriate warm clothing and waterproofs as dictated by weather conditions
· Angling should not take place during Thunder and Lightning Storms and fishing rods must be placed horizontally on the ground. Do not shelter under trees or near any object that can conduct electricity.

· It is advised that anglers wear suitable sun-blocking cream and have drinking water available to avoid dehydration.

	2
	3
	L

	6
	Weils Disease
	Anglers
	4
	4
	H
	· Anglers should be made aware of the dangers of Weils disease and the importance of good hygiene practices before eating or drinking

· All open wounds/cuts should be covered with waterproof plasters and all new wounds shall be washed prior to placing a plaster on the cut

· Anglers should not put wet fishing lines or any other fishing tackle into their mouth


	3
	3
	M

	7
	Lyme’s Disease
	Anglers
	4
	4
	H
	· Anglers should check for any ticks on their skin at the end of each fishing period.

· All ticks should be removed and area swabbed with disinfectant and antiseptic cream and any subsequent unexplained fever or rash must be reported to a medical practitioner without delay.

 
	3
	2
	L

	8
	Insects and Toxic Plants
	Anglers
	3
	4
	H
	· Anglers should keep clear of wasps, bees nest etc., and are advised to wear insect repellent. (See also, Lyme’s Disease).
· Anglers should not touch any part of the Giant Hogweed as its sap can cause severe burns.

· Anglers are advised not to eat wild berries or fungi.
	2
	3
	L

	9
	Electrocution 
	
	3
	4
	H
	· No fly fishing is permitted under or in close proximity to overhead electrical cables –electricity can arc a considerable distance

· Fishing rods should be dismantled when travelling to and from angling waters.
· No fishing should take place during electrical storms (Thunder and lightning). Anglers should leave the water and dismantle rods or be placed horizontally on the ground. Do not take shelter under trees. 


	2
	3
	L

	10
	Insert task specific hazards


	
	
	
	
	Insert task specific risk controls 
	
	
	


	Additional Controls Agreed: [Yes/No] (Where required, detail actions to be taken in order of priority)



	Signed and Appointment:                                                                                         (Manager responsible for Activity)
Name:




	Probability (P)
	Severity (S)
	Risk Level (R)

            Severity
	Consequence

	1 = Improbable
	1 = Negligible
	Probability
	P\S
	1
	2
	3
	4
	H = Hazard MUST be avoided (or level or risk reduced significantly by the implementation of appropriate controls)

	2 = Remote
	2 = Minor
	
	1
	L
	L
	L
	L
	M =Hazard SHOULD be avoided (or level or risk reduced by implementation of appropriate controls)

	3 = Possible
	3 = Moderate
	
	2
	L
	L
	L
	M
	L = Risks to be controlled through the application of the control measure specified and close monitoring

	4 = Probable
	4 = Severe
	
	3
	L
	L
	M
	H
	Note: (Always consider hierarchy of control above when applying control measures)

	
	
	
	4
	L
	M
	H
	H
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